TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

MARCH 13, 2012

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

Present:  Scott, Walworth, Tomlinson, Spencer, Jorgensen, King and Goossen

Absent:  None

Others:  Grobbel, Briggs

Audience:  1

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Motion by Walworth to approve Agenda Content was seconded and passed 7-0.

3. Correspondence, etc:  1. Milton Township Planning Commission has begun the process to update the Master Plan.  There is an electronic version available on their website for review.  2. N.W. Michigan Council of Governments will be holding their Placemaking Summit on May 21, 2012.  Details will be emailed to the PC when received.

4. Motion by Walworth to approve the Minutes of February 14, 2012 as prepared, was seconded and passed 7-0.

5. Concerns of the Public:  There were none.

6. Village Zoning Ordinance:  The Commission felt they were close to finalizing the amendments, with work still needed on language and maps.  It was agreed to have a public forum for residents May 30, 2012 at 6:00 PM.  The PC will then discuss comments at their June 12th meeting and plan the Public Hearing for July.  The PC wants to make sure the public understands the impact of all the changes being considered.
7. Zoning Definitions:  Due to absence from the last meeting, Tomlinson had questions about some definitions.  All comments were noted and the Motion by King to set the Public Hearing on April 10th for Version 6 Definitions, including revisions from tonight’s meeting, was seconded and passed 7-0.  Briggs will take care of the necessary Notices.
8. Land Use Plan: Grobbel’s preliminary draft was passed out to PC.  Grobbel noted the primary changes were pages 15 through 30, with the bold being new language and yellow being items to discuss.  They were asked to look at population trends plus the list of businesses on pages 28-29 for comment. 

9. Concerns of the Public:  Martel had comments about dwelling units and the concept of family.  He also asked if the PC was in agreement that they wanted to reduce the Village Zone.  It was clarified that the consensus was not to have commercial or business on the lakefront.  Scott asked that he be careful not to characterize what the PC is trying to do as reducing the Village Zone in size.  Rather they are looking at changing the Village Zone to concentrate on commercial development.  Martel also asked whether they were still considering the 25 foot buffer along the lake as part of the village zone.  He stressed that the PC highlight changes that are being considered in the letter being sent to the residents.  Scott thanked Martel and closed by stating that the PC hasn’t agreed on anything, yet.  This is still in the concept phase and a key part will be meeting with the township residents again.
10. Concerns of the Commission:  Jorgensen had received a copy of the Township Neighbors Network newsletter and thought the PC may be interested in it as well.  Their email address is townshipneighborsnetwork@charter.net.  The website address is townshipneighborsnetwork.com/.  The Clerk has a copy on her email and will forward it to the commissioners.  Spencer asked about the status of the Noise Ordinance.  Had the Board addressed the issue?  Tomlinson thought it would be on this month’s Board agenda.  Spencer also asked about the Bowden property and whether it had be changed from Residential to Village zone.  Briggs had looked into it but had not yet found the answer.
11. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary 
